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The Editor is requested by the Council to make it known
to the Public, that the Committees and Authors alone are
responsible for the facts and opinions contained in their
respective Reports and Papers.

It is hoped that Members will be so good as to send to the
Editor, the Rev. W. HarPLEY, Clayhanger Rectory, Tiverton,
not later than 16th January, 1899, a list of any errata they
may have detected in the present volume.
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RULES.

—p

1. THE Association shall be styled the Devonshire Association
for the Advancement of Science, Literature, and Art.

2. The objects of the Association are—To give a stronger
impulse and a more systematic direction to scientific enquiry in
Devonshire ; and to promote the intercourse of those who cultivate
Science, Literature, or Art, in different parts of the county.

3. The Association shall consist of Members, Honorary Members,
_and Corresponding Members,

4. Every candidate for membership, on being nominated by a
member to whom he is personally known, shall be admitted by
the General Secretary, subject to the confirmation of the General
Meeting of the Members.

5. Persons of eminence in Literature, Science, or Art, connected
with the West of England, but not resident in Devonshire,
may, at a General Meeting of the Members, be elected Honorary
Members of the Association; and persons not resident in the

county, who feel an interest in the Association, may be elected
Corresponding Members,

6. Every Member shall pay an Annual Contribution of Half-
a-guinea, or a Life Composition of Five Guineas.

7. Ladies only shall be admitted as Associates to an Annual
Mesting, and shall pay the sum of Five Shillings each.

8. Every Member shall be entitled gratuitously to a lady’s ticket.

9. The Association shall meet annually, at such a time in July
or August and at such place as shall be decided on at the previous
Annual Meeting.

10. A President, two or more Vice-Presidents, a General
Treasurer, and one or more General Secretaries, shall be elected
at each Annual Meeting,
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11. The President shall not be eligible for re-election.

12. Each Annual Meeting shall appoint a local Treasurer and
Secretary, who, with power to add to their number any Members
of the Association, shall be a local Committee to assist in making
such local arrangements as may be desirable.

13. In the intervals of the Annual Meetings, the affairs of the
Association shall be managed by a Council, which shall consist
exclusively of the following Members of the Association, excepting
Honorary Members, and Corresponding Members :

(a) Those who fill, or have filled, or are elected to fill, the offices
of President, General and Local Treasurers, General and Local Secre-
taries, and Secretaries of Committees appointed by the Council.

(b) Authors of papers which have been printed in extenso in
the Transactions of the Association.

14. The Council shall hold a Meeting at Exeter in the month
of January or February in each year, on such day as the General
Secretary shall appoint, for the due management of the affairs of
the Association, and the performing the duties of their office.

15. The General Secretary, or any four members of the Council,
may call extraordinary meetings of their body, to be held at
Exeter, for any purpose requiring their present determination, by
notice under his or their hand or hands, addressed to every other
member of the Council, at least ten clear days previously, specifying
the purpose for which such extraordinary meeting is convened.
No matter not so specified, and not incident thereto, shall be
determined at any extraordinary meeting.

16. The General Treasurer and Secretary shall enter on their
respective offices at the meeting at which they are elected ; but
the President, Vice-Presidents, and Local Officers, not until the
Annual Meeting next following,

17. With the exception of the Ex-Presidents only, every
Councillor who has not attended any Meeting, or adjourned
Meeting, of the Council during the period between the close
of any Annual General Meeting of the Members and the close
of the next but two such Annual General Meetings, shall have
forfeited his place as a Councillor, but it shall be competent for
him to recover it by a fresh qualification.

18. The Council shall have power to fill any Official vacancy
which may occur in the intervals of the Annual Meetings.

19. The Annual Contributions shall be payable in advance, and:
shall be due in each year on the day of the Annual Meeting.
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20. The Treasurer shall receive all sums of money due to the
Association ; he shall pay all accounts due by the Association after
they shall have been examined and approved ; and he shall report
to each meeting of the Council the balance he has in hand, and
the names of such members as shall be in arrear, with the sums
due respectively by each.

21. Whenever a Member shall have been three months in arrear
in the payment of his Annual Contributions, the Treasurer shall
apply to him for the same.

22. Whenever, at an Annual Meeting, 8 Member shall be two
years in arrear in the payment of his Annual Contributions, the
Council may, at its discretion, erase his name from the list of
members,

23. The General Secretary shall, at least one month before each
Annual Meeting, inform each member by circular of the place and
date of the Meeting,

24. Members who do not, on or before the day of the Annual
Meeting, give notice, in writing or personally, to the General
Secretary of their intention to withdraw from the Association,
shall be regarded as members for the ensuing year.

25. The Association shall, within three months after each Annual
Meeting, publish its Transactions, including the Rules, a Financial
Statement, a List of the Members, the Report of the Council, the
President’s Address, and such Papers, in abstract or tn exfenso,
read at the Annual Meeting, as shall be decided by the Council.

26. The Association shall have the right at its discretion of
printing in extenso in its Transactions all papers read at the Annual
Meeting. The Copyright of a paper read before any meeting of
the Association, and the illustrations of the same which have been
provided at his expense, shall remain the property of the Author;
but he shall not be at liberty to print it, or allow it to be printed
elsewhere, either in extenso or in abstract amounting to as much as
one-half of the length of the paper, before the first of November
next after the paper is read.

27. The Authors of papers printed in the Transactions shall,
within seven days after the Transactions are published, receive
twenty-five private copies free of expense, and shall be allowed to
have any further number printed at their own expense. All

ments as to such extra copies to be made by the Authors
with the Printers to the Association.

VOL. XXX, B
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28. If proofs of papers to be published in the Transactions
be sent to Authors for correction, and are retained by them
beyond four days for each sheet of proof, to be reckoned from the
day marked thereon by the printers, but not including the time
needful for transmission by post, such proofs shall be assumed to
require no further correction.

29. Should the extra charges for small type, and types other
than those known as Roman or Italic, and for the Author’s correc-
tions of the press, in any paper published in the Transactions,
amount to a greater sum than in the proportion of ten shillings
per sheet, such excess shall be borne by the Author himself, and
not by the Association ; and should any paper exceed four sheets,
the cost beyond the cost of the four sheets shall be borne by the
Author of the paper.

30. Every Member shall, within three months after each Annual
Meeting, receive gratuitously a copy of the Transactions.

31. The Accounts of the Association shall be audited annually,
by Auditors appointed at each Annual Meeting, but who shall not
be ex officio Members of the Council. :
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BYE-LAWS AND STANDING ORDERS.

1. IN the interests of the Association it is desirable that the
President'’s Address in each year be printed previous to its
delivery.

2. In the event of there being at an Annual Meeting more
Papers than can be disposed of in one day, the reading of the
residue shall be continued the day following.

3. The pagination of the Transactions shall be in Arabic
numerals exclusively, and carried on comnsecutively, from the
beginning to the end of each volume; and the Transactions of
each year shall form a distinct and separate volume.

4. The General Secretary shall bring to each Annual Meeting
of the Members a report of the number of copies in stock of each
‘ Part’ of the Transactions, with the price per copy of each ¢ Part’
specified ; and such report shall be printed in the Transactions
next after the Treasurer’s financial statement.

5. The General Secretary shall prepare and bring to each
Annual Meeting brief Obituary Notices of Members deceased
during the previous year, and such notices shall be printed in the
Transactions, |

6. An amount not less than 80 per cent. of all Compositions
received from existing Life-Members of the Association shall be
applied in the purchase of National Stock, or such other security
as the Council may deem equally satisfactory, in the names of
three Trustees, to be elected by the Council.

7. At each of its Ordinary Meetings the Council shall deposit at
interest, in such bank as they shall decide on, and in the names of
the General Treasurer and General Secretary of the Association, all
uninvested Compositions received from existing Life-Members, all
uninvested prepaid Annual Subscriptions, and any part, or the
whole, of the balance derived from other sources which may be in
the Treasurer's hands after providing for all accounts passed for
payment at the said Meeting. -

B 2
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8. The General Secretary, on learning at any time between the
Meetings of the Council that the General Treasurer has a balance
in hand of not less than Forty Pounds after paying all Accounts
which the Council have ordered to be paid, shall direct that so
much of the said balance as will leave Twenty Pounds in the
Treasurer’s hand be deposited at Interest at the Capital and Counties
Bank, Ashburton.

9. The General Secretary shall be authorized to spend any sum
not exceeding Ten Pounds per annum in employing a clerk for
such work as he finds necessary.

10. The General Secretary shall, within one month of the close
of each Annual Meeting of the Association, send to each Member
newly elected at the said Meeting a copy of the following letter :—

Devonshire Assocration for the Advancement of Science, Literature, -

and Art,
SIR,—] have the pleasure of informing you that on the of
July, , you were elected a Mem of the Association on the
nomination of .

The copy of the Transactions for the current year, which will be for-
warded to you in due course, will contain the Laws of the Association.
Meanwhile I beg to call your attention to the following statements :—

(1) Every Member pays an Annual Contribution of Half a Guinea,
or a Life Composition of Five Guineas,

(2) The Annual Contributions are payable in advance, and are due
in each year on the day of the Annual Meeting,

(3) Members who do not, on or before the day of the Annual
Meeting, give notice in writing or personally to the General Secretary
of their intention to withdraw from the Association are regarded as
Members for the ensuing year.

The Treasurer’s Address is—P. F. S. AMERY, Esq., Druid, Ashburton,
—I remain, Sir, your faithful Servant,
Hon. Sec.

11. The reading of any Report or Paper shall not exceed twenty
minutes, or such part of twenty minutes as shall be decided by the
Council as soon as the Programme of Reports and Papers shall

have been settled, and in any discussion which may arise no speaker
shall be allowed to speak more than ten minutes.

12. Papers to be read to the Annual Meetings of the Association
must strictly relate to Devonshire, and, as well as all Reports
intended to be printed in the Transactions of the Association, and
prepared by Committees appointed by the Council, must, together
with all drawings intended to be used in illustrating them in the
said Transactions, reach the General Secretary’s residence not later
than the 24th day of June in each year. The General Secretary
shall, not later than the 7th of the following July, return to the
Authors all such Papers or drawings as he may decide to be unsuit-
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able to be printed or to serve as illustrations in the said Transac-
tions, and shall send the residue, together with the said Reports of
Committees, to the Association’s printers, who shall return the
same 80 that they may reach the General Secretary’s residence not
later than on the 14th day of the said July, together with a state-
ment of the number of pages each of them would occupy if printed
in the said Transactions, as well as an estimate of the extra cost of
the printing of such Tables, of ‘any kind, as may form part of any
of the said Papers and Reports; and the General Secretary shall
lay the whole, as well as an estimate of the probable number of
Annual Members of the Association for the year commencing on
that day, before the first Council Meeting on the first day of the
next ensuing Annual Meeting, when the Council shall select not a
greater number of the Papers thus laid before them than will, with
the other documents to be printed in the said Transactions, make
as many sheets of printed matter as can be paid for with the sum
of 60 per cent. of the subscriptions for the year of the said
probable number of Annual Members, and any part or the whole
of such balance, not derived from Compositions of existing Life
Members, or from prepaid Annual Subscriptions, as may be lying
at interest, as well as that which may be in the Treasurer’s hands;
this ¢ sum’ shall be exclusive of the extra cost of the printing of
such aforesaid Tables, which have been approved and accepted by
the Council, provided the aggregate of the said extra cost do not
exceed 6 per cent. of the said subscriptions; exclusive also of the
printers’ charge for corrections of the press; and also exclusive of
the cost of printing an Index, a list of Errat.a and such Resolu-
tions passed at the next Winter Meeting of the Councll, as may be
directed to be so printed by the said Winter Meeting; and the
number of Papers selected by the Council shall not be greater than
will, with the Reports of Committees, make a Total of 40 Reports
and Papers.

13. Papers communicated by Members for Non-Members, and
accepted by the Council, shall be placed in the Programme below
those furmshed by Members themselves,

14. Papers which have been accepted by the Council cannot be
withdrawn without the consent of the Council.

15. The Council will do their best so to arrange Papers for
reading as to suit the convenience of the Authors ; but the place of
& Paper cannot be altered after the Programme has been settled by.
the Council. L .

16. Papers which have already been printed in extenso cannot be
accepted unless they form part of the literature of a question on
which the Council has requested a Member or Committee to

prepare a report.
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17. Every meeting of the Council shall be convened by Circular,
sent by the General Secretary to each Member of the Council not
less than ten days before the Meeting is held.

18. All Papers read to the Association which the Council shall
decide to print in extenso in the Transactions, shall be sent to the
printers, together with all drawings required in illustrating them,
on the day next following the close of the Annual Meeting at which
they were read.

19. All Papers read to the Association which the Council shall
decide not to print in extenso in the Transactions, shall be returned
to the authors not later than the day next following the close of
the Annual Meeting at which they were read ; and abetracts of such
Papers to be printed in the Transactions shall not exceed one-
fourth of the length of the Paper itself, and must be sent to the
General Secretary on or before the seventh day after the close of
the Annual Meeting.

20. The Author of every Paper which the Council at any Annual
Meeting shall decide to print in the Transactions shall be expected
to pay for all such illustrations as in his judgment the said Paper
may require,

21. The printers shall do their utmost to print the Papers in the
Transactions in the order in which they were read, and shall return
every Manuscript to the author as soon as it is in type, dbut not
before. They shall be returned infact, provided they are written
on loose sheets and on one side of the paper only.

22. Excepting mere verbal alterations, no Paper which has been
read to the Association shall be added to without the written
approval and consent of the General Secretary; and no additions
shall be made except in the form of mnotes or postscripts,
or both.

23. In the intervals of the Annual Meetings, all Meetings of
the Council shall be held at Exeter, unless some other place shall
have been decided on at the previous Council Meeting.

24. When the number of copies on hand of any ¢ Part’ of the
Transactions is reduced to twenty, the price per copy shall be
increased 25 per cent. ; and when the number has been reduced to

ten copies, the price shall be increased 50 per cent. on the original
price.

26. The Association’s Printers, but no other person, may reprint
any Committee’s Report printed in the Transactions of the Associa-
tion, for any person, whether a Member of the said Committee, or
of the Association, or neither, on receiving, in each case, a written
permission to do so from the Honorary Secretary of the Association,
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but not otherwise; that the said printer shall pay to the said
Secretary, for the Association, sixpence for every fifty Copies of
each half sheet of eight pages of which the said Report consists ;
that any number of copies less than fifty, or between two exact
multiples of fifty, shall be regarded as fifty ; and any number of
pages less than eight, or between two exact multiples of eight,
shall be regarded as eight ; that each copy of such Reprints shall
have on its first page the words * Reprinted from the Transactions
of the Devonshire Association for the Advancement of Science,
Literature, and Art for with the consent of the Council of
the Association,” followed by the date of the year in which the
said Report was printed in the said Transactions, but that, with the
exception of printer’s errors and changes in the pagination which
may be necessary or desirable, the said Reprint shall be in every
other respect an exact copy of the said Report as printed in the
said Transactions without addition, or abridgment, or modification
of any kind.

26. The General Secretary shall, within one month after each
Annual General Meeting, inform the Hon. Local Treasurer and the
Hon. Local Secretary, elected at the said Meeting, that, in making
or sanctioning arrangements for the next Annual General Meeting,
it is eminently desirable that they avoid and discourage everything
calculated to diminish the attendance at the General and Council
Meetings, or to disturb the said Meetings in any way.

27. The Bye-Laws and Standing Orders shall be printed after
the ‘ Rules’ in the Transactions.

28. All resolutions appointing Committees for special service for
the Association shall be printed in the. Transactions next before
the President’s Address.

29. Members and Ladies holding Ladies’ Tickets intending to
dine at the Association Dinner shall be requested to send their
names to the Hon. Local Secretary on forms which shall be pro-
vided ; no other person shall be admitted to the dinner, and no
names shall be received after the Monday next before the dinner.

30. Members admitted by the General Secretary during the
interval between two Annual General Meetings, and who decide
when admitted to compound for the Annual Contributions, shall
be entitled to receive the publications of the Association during
the Association’s year then current, provided their compositions are
paid not later than the last day of January, but shall not be thus
entitled if their compositions are paid between that date and the
next Annual General Meeting of the Association.
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REPORT OF THE COUNCIL.

As presenled to the General Meeting at Honiton, Augqust 9th, 1898.

TBE Thirty-sixth Annual Meeting of the Association was
held at Kingsbridge, on July 27th and following days.
Every effort had been made by the Local Committee to
render the meeting pleasant and attractive, with the result
that a large number of members were present.

At two o’clock there was a formal reception by the Urban
District Council and Local Committee. Mr. Hurrell, as
Chairman of the Council, and on behalf of the town, oﬁ'ered
the Association a cordial welcome, and the Rev. S. Baring-
Gould, the retiring President, as cordially thanked the
Council and Committee for the kindness with which they
had received the Association.

After the reception thgre was a meeting of the Council,
and at 4 p.m. the General Meeting was held. At its close the
members of the Association and principal residents were
entertained by the Rev. T. C. and Mrs. Lewis at a garden
party in the grounds of Dodbrooke Rectory.

At 8 p.m. Mr. J. Hine delivered his Presidential Address
in the Town Hall to a large and attentive audience. In the
absence of Mr. Baring-Gould, the new President was briefly
introduced by the Hon. Secretary, who remarked that Mr.
Hine was one of the original members of the Association,
and one of the first who helped to found it.

On Wednesday, at 11 a.m., the reading and discussion of
the following Programme of Reports and Papers commenced,
and was continued until 4 p.m.

Sixteenth Report of the Committee on
Devonshire Verbal Provmcxalmms} F. T. Elworthy.

Sixteenth Report of the Commxttee on
Barrows

Fifteenth Report (Tlnrd Senes) of
the Commntteo on the Climate of } A. Chandler, ¥.R.Ma1. 8oc.

}R. Hansford Worth, c.E.

Devon
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E‘Shlt)h;vlj’n;m °Ef ﬂ;’hc‘".“mitm on } J. Brooking Rowe, ¥.8.A., F.L.S.

Fourth Report of the Dartmoor Ex-
ploration Committee .

First Report of the Committee on the
PhotographicSurvey of Devonshire

The Pubhr:;uon .of certam Devo?shlre } Mrs. Frances B. Troup.

A Century’s Work in Ornithology
the Kingsbridge District .

S8ome Reminiscences of the Wykes of
South Tawton, and a few Remarks } Rev. 1. H. Thornton, B.A.
about their Residences .

Epitaphs collected from Churches,
Churchyards, and Burial Places | J. Harris Square.
in Kingsbridge and neighbourhood

Exchequer Tax Books and Domesday
Identification . .

The Domesday Hundreds of Devon—
TheHundredofTelgnbndge }R‘”OJW“‘:B-OL F.8.A,

The Domesday Hundreds of Devon—
The Hundred of North Tawton . } Rev. 0. J. Reichel, M.A , B.C.L., F.8.A,

The Camelford of the Anglo-Saxon :
Chronicle : Where was it } J. M. Martin, c.E.

Mottoes of some Devonshire Families. Rev. F, T. Colby, p.p.

On the Destruction of Vermin in Rnral
B e ction of Verm }TNBrushﬁclde

An Exeter Worthy and his ongrapher Mrs. Frances B. Troup.

Dam%c;;o Stone  Implements ~ and } R. Burnard, 7.8.A.

On the Absence of Small Lakes, or
Tarns, from the Area of Dartmoor

West Country Geological Problems.
Part 11. The Dartmoor Granites. } 4. R Hunt, M.A., F.L.8., F.G.8.

A Comparative Status of Bntmh and
Devonshire Birds . ') B M. Boans,

Extracts from the Pipe Rolls of Hon
I1. relating to Devon, with an Rev, O. J. Reichel, M. A., B.C.L., F.8.A.
Appendix from Testa de Nevil .

The Bishoprics and Lands of the Five
Western Dioceses of Winchester, ; Rev. J. Erskine Risk, M. A.

}Rev S. Baring-Gould, w.A.

} C. E. Robinson.

in } E. A. 8. Elliof, M.R.C.5., M.B.0.U.

} Rev. T. W. Whale, w.a.

i Alex. Somervail,

Frambury, S8herborne, Wells, and
Crediton, and their division

Some Notes on the Tithing of Penny-\ R, N. Worth, r.q.s. (the late). Com-
cross, or Weston Peveril . . municated by R. H. Worth, c.E.

Additional Notes on the Radiolarian .
Rocks in the Lower Culm Measures | #¢°79¢ J. Hinde, PH.D., F.R.8., and

Howard Fox, ¥.c.8. Communi-
t&ﬂtl:oolfu.t and. Nox"th E':St of cated by Rev, . Harpley, M.A.
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After the reading of Papers there was a garden party at the
Manor House, by the kind invitation of Mr. and Mrs. Hurrell,
who received and entertained their guests with the utmost
hospitality, and a couple of hours were very pleasantly spent.

In the evening, at 8 o'clock, the Association Dinner was
held at Mr. Startrip’s King’s Arms Hotel. The President was
in the chair, and there was a large attendance. The host made
liberal provision, and the quality of the viands was all that
could be desired. The arrangements made for the comfort
and convenience of the guests reflected great credit upon the
Dinner Committee, who, it was evident, had discharged their
duties most assiduously.

On Thursday, at 10 a.m., the reading and discuesion of
Papers was continued until 2 p.m., when the concluding
General Meeting was held, followed by a Meeting of the
Council. Afterwards the members, dividing into three
groups, were taken to places of interest in the district. One
party drove to Bowringsleigh, the residence of W. Roope
Ilbert, Esq.,, and thence to Thurlestone Sands. Another
section journeyed to Torcross, and spent some time on the
famous Slapton Sands; while a third company visited the
ruins of the Grange at Leigh, a former monastic institution
belonging to the Abbots of Buckfast, and on their return to
Kingsbridge viewed the picturesque grounds of Combe Royal,
by the kind permission of Mrs. Eady-Borlase.

On Friday, as usual, a more extensive excursion was
planned and carried out. A party of eighty went by the
steamer Reindeer down the beautiful Kingsbridge estuary to
Salcombe and South Sands, near the Bolt Head, starting
from the Point, Kingsbridge, one mile from the town, and
passing on the way the village of Charleton, Frogmore Creek,
Halwell Woods with the Heronry, South Pool Creek, East
Portlemouth, the ruins of Salcombe Castle, besieged by the
Parliamentarians in the Civil War of the 17th century, the
Molt, formerly the residence of the Earls of Devon, and the
beautiful scenery on each side of the mouth of Salcombe
Harbour. The party thoroughly enjoyed themselves, and on
their return there was a unanimous opinion that the Kings-
bridge meeting of 1897 had been eminently successful.

It having been decided that the next Annual Meeting
should be held at Honiton, the following were elected officers
for the occasion :—

President: The Right Hon. Lord Coleridge, M.A,, Q.C.;
Vice-Presidents : His Worship the Mayor of Honiton, D.
W. R. Buchanan, Esq.; H. Banfield, Esq.; Arthur F.
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Bernard, Esq.; Rev. Richard Augustus Byrde, M.A.; Rev.
Hugh John Fortescue, M.A.; J. Hine, Esq., F.RIB.A.; The
Right Hon. Sir J. Kennaway, Bart.,, M.P.; Richard Marker,
Esq.; Rev. Alfred Marwood-Elton ; Cuthbert B. Peek, Esq.,
M.A.; Sir Edmund de la Pole, Bart.; The Right Hon. Viscount
Sidmouth; The Venerable Archdeacon Tribe, M.A.; J. Rose
Troup, Esq.; Hon. General Treasurer: P. F. S. Amery, Esq.,
J.P., Druid, Ashburton; Hon. General Secretary: Rev. W,
Harpley, M.a, F.c.P8., Clayhanger Rectory, Tiverton; Hon.
Local Treasurer: Edward W. Hellier, Esq., Honiton; Hon.
Local Secretary: D. W. R. Buchanan, Esq., Broomhills,
Honiton.

The Council have published the President’s Address,
together with Obituary Notices of members deceased during
the preceding year, and the Reports and Papers read before
the Association; also the Treasurer's Report, a List of
Members, and the Rules, Standing Orders, and Bye-Laws;
they have since added an Index, kindly prepared by Mr. J.
Brooking Rowe, and a Table of Corrections.

A copy of the Transactions and Index has been sent to
each member, and to the following Societies: The Royal
Society, Linnaan Society, Geological Society, Anthropological
Institute of Great Britain and Ireland, Royal Institution
(Albemarle Street), the Society of Antiquaries, Devon and
Exeter Institution (Exeter), Plymouth Institution, Torquay
Natural History Society, North Devon Athensum (Barn-
staple), Royal Institution of Cornwall (Truro), the Library of
the British Museum, the British Museum (Natural History,
Cromwell Road), the Bodleian Library (Oxford), and the
University Library (Cambridge).

The Council beg further to report that since the last
meeting they have entered into an agreement, through your
Hon. Secretary, with the Secretary of the British Record
Society, for the transcribing and printing by the latter
Society the Calendars of Wills and Adminpistrations now
preserved in the Probate Registry at Exeter. This work
will be carried out in parts uniform with the Transactions of
the Association, and it is hoped the first instalment will be
ready to be issued with the next volume of Transactions.
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Treasurer's Report of Receipts and Expenditure

Receipts.

Arrears of Subscriptions prior to 1896 . 5
Arrears of Subscriptions, 1896-97

Annual Subscriptions, 1897-98 . . .
Prepaid Subscriptions, 1898-99 . . .

Life Compositions . . . .
Sale of ‘‘ Transactions”—
5 copies for 1897 .

2 ditto 1863, 1864, 1865 1866, 1867 1868
1892

1 ditto 1870, 1871, 1874, 1891, 1893 1894
1895 1896 )

Sale of Devonshire Domesday, Parts VIII. and IX. .

Sale of surplus Indexes ‘ .

From authors for excess under Rule 29 . .

Dividends on Consols . . .

Discount from Messrs, Brendon and Son . .
Adverse balance . .

Annual Subscriptions due 31st July, 1896 .
Ditto ditto 31st July, 1897 .

L s d £ s d

111 6
16 4 6
158 11 0
1010 0O

185 17 0

. 26 5 0
2 0 0
8 2 0
8 2 6

- 8 4 6

. 0 5 0

. 0 2 0

917 0

719 8

. 814 O

242 4 2

. 4916 6

£292 0 8

. 15616 O

. 1414 0

I have examined the foregoing Accounts with the Vouchers, and found them
correct, this 28th day of July, 1898,

(Signed) ROBERT C. TUCKER,

Auditor.
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during the year ending 31st July, 1898.

Erpenviture,
L & d £ s d
Meears. Brendon and Son—
Printing * Transactions,” vol. xxix, . . 168 2 6
’s 25 separate Papers . . 1216 0
Packing and Posting . . . 1317 6
Printing and Posting Index to vol. xxviii. . 416 0
Cards, Circulars, and Notices . . 613 0
196 8 O
Hor. General Secretary, Petty Expenses . . . . 516 2
Hon. General Secretary’s Assistant . . . . 5 00
Hon. General Treasurer, Postage and Expenses . . 21410
Dent, printing Notices . . . 011 O
Wyatt, Kingsbridge, printing Programmes . . . 012 O
Bank Charges . : . : . . 218 8
213 15 8
Adverse balance from 1896- 97 . . . 718 5 b
£292 0 8

(Stgned) P. F. S. AMERY, Hon. General Treasurer.
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Statement of the Property of the Association, July 30th, 1898,

£ s d

Funded Property, Consols . .80 0 O
Arrears of Annual Contributions (valued at) . 8 00
‘‘ Transactions”’ in Stock, 1863 ... 63 copies at 2.0.. 6 6 0
., . 1864 ... 82 , 3s.0d. . 12 6 O

. ” 1865 ... 74 ,, 2s.6d. 9 5 0

. . 1866 ... 55 , 8.0d. 8 5 0

. s 1867 ... 56 ,, 6s.0d. . 1616 O

. ., 1868 ... 82 ,, 6s6d.. 10 8 0

. ” 1870 ... 15 ,, 6s.0d.. 410 O

. .S 1871 ... 12 ,, 8s.0d. . 416 0

N . 1878 ... 2¢ , 6s.0d . 7 4 O

. ”» 1874 ...30 , 8s.6d. . 1215 0

" ” 1875 ... 11 ,, 10s.0d . 510 0

. . 1876 ... 14 ,, 15s.0d. . 1010 O

. ., 1877 ... 17 ,, 9.6d. 8 1 6

. ., 1878 ... 8 ,, 12s.0d.. 116 0

' v 1879 ... 21 ' 7s.0d. . 7 7 O

., . 1880 ... 28 ,, 12s.6d. . 14 7 6

s b 1881 ... 20 ,, 6s0d . 814 O

. o 1882 ... 49 ,, 10s.0d.. 2410 0

. ” 1883 ... 54 ,, 8s.0d. . 2112 O

. " 1884 ... 69 ,, 12.0d. . 41 8 0

. . 1885 ... 78 ,, 8s.0d.. 290 4 0

. ., 1886 ... 88 ,, 8s.0d.. 8¢ 8 0

’ v 1887 ... 55 » 108.0d. . 2710 O

. . 1888 ... 47 ,, 6s.0d . 14 2 0

. ., 1889 ... 48 ,, 7s.6d.. 18 0 0

. b 1890 ... 66 ,, 5s.0d.. 14 0 O

. ” 1891 ... 96 ,, 6s.0d. . 2810 0

. . 1892 ... 68 ,, 8s.0d.. 21 4 O

" " 1893 ... 54 ,, 8.0d . 2112 O

. " 1894 ... 62 ,, 8s.0d. . 2416 0

. ” 1895 ... 88 ,, 8.0d.. 33 4 0

. 1896 ... 44 ,, 10s.0d.. 22 0 O
Indexes (extra cop iea) to 1897 ... 40 ' 8.0d. . 16 0 O
vols. from 1884-1896 ...593 * 0s.6d. . 1416 6
"‘DevonabireDomesday,”Part I, 38 ' 23.0d.. 316 O
., Part I, 66 , 4s.0d . 11 4 O

’ Part 1I1., 69 ’ 4s.0d. . 1316 O

o Part IV, 40 , 1a.6d. 8 0 0

. Part V.,8 , l1s.6d. 218 6

' Part VI, 39 ’ 23, 6d. . 417 6

” Part VII., 48 , 2.6d.. 6 0 0

’ Part VIII 92 . 2, 6d. . 1110 O

. Part IX, 58 ,  2.6d. . 612 6

(Signed)  W. HARPLEY, Hon. Secretary. £927 8 0

‘“ When the number of eog‘ es on hand of any ‘Part’ of the Transactions is reduced to

twenty, the price per &. 11 be increased 25 per cent. ; and when the number has been

reduced to ten copies, price shall be increased 50 per cent. on the original price.”"—
Standiug Order No. 24.

The ‘ Transactions” in stock are insured against fire in the sum of £400. The vols.
published in 1862, 1869, and 18732 are out of print.
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SELECTED MINUTES OF COUNCIL, APPOINTING
COMMITTEES.

Passed al the Meeting at Honilon.

AUGUST, 1898,

9. TaAT Dr. Brushfield, Rev. W. Harpley, Sir J. B. Phear, Mr.
J. Brooking Rowe, and Mr. A. H. A. Hamilton be a Committee
for the purpose of considering at what place the Association shall
hold its Meeting in 1900, who shall be invited to be the Officers
during the year beginning with that Meeting, and who shall be
invited to fill any official vacancy or vacancies which may occur
before the Annual Meeting in 1899 ; that Mr. J. Brooking Rowe
be the Secretary ; and that they be requested to report to the next
Winter Meeting of the Council, and, if necessary, to the first
Meeting of the Council to be held in August, 1899,

10. That Mr. J. S. Amery, Mr. F. Brent, Dr. Brushfield, Mr.
Robert Burnard, Mr. A. Chandler, Mr. E. A. S. Elliot, Mr. H. M.
Evans, Rev. W. Harpley, Mr. C. E. Robinson, Mr. J. Brooking
Rowe, Mr. A. Somervail, and Mr. H. B. S. Woodhouse be a
Committee for the purpose of noting the discovery or occurrence
of such Facts in any department of scientific enquiry, and connected
with Devonshire, as it may be desirable to place on permanent
record, but which may not be of sufficient importance in themselves
to form the subjects of separate papers; and that Mr. J. Brooking
Rowe be the Secretary.

11. That Mr. P. F. S. Amery, Rev. S. Baring-Gould, Mr. G.
M. Doe, Rev. W. Harpley, Mr. P. Q. Karkeek, Mrs. Radford, Mr.
J. Brooking Rowe, Mrs. Troup, and Mr. H. B. S. Woodhouse be
a Committee for the purpose of collecting notes on Devonshire
Folk-Lore ; and that Mr. P. F. S. Amery be the Secretary.

12. That Dr. Brushfield, Lord Clifford, Mr. J. Davy, Mr. A.
H. A. Hamilton, Mr. J. Hine, and Mr. J. Shelly be a Committee
to prepare a Report on the Public and Private Collections of
Works of Art in Devonshire; and that Mr. J. Hine be the

Secretary.
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13. That Mr. J. 8. Amery, Dr. Brushfield, Mr. F. T. Elworthy,
Mr. F. H. Firth, Mr. P. Q. Karkeek, Dr. W, C. Lake, Miss Helen
Saunders, and Mrs. Troup be a Committee for the purpose of
noting and recording the existing use of any Verbal Provincialisms
in Devonshire, in either written or spoken language; and that
Mr. F. T. Elworthy be the Secretary.

14. That Mr. P. F. S. Amery, Rev. S. Baring-Gould, Dr.
Brushfield, Mr. Burnard, Mr. Cecil M. Firth, Mr. J. Brooking
Rowe, and Mr. R. Hansford Worth be 8 Committee to collect and
record facts relating to Barrows in Devonshire, and to take steps,
where possible, for their investigation ; and that Mr. R. Hansford

Worth be the Secretary.

15. That Mr. J. S. Amery, Mr. G. M. Doe, Mr. F. H. Firth,
Rev. W. Harpley, Mr. R. C. Tucker, and Mr. T. W. Windeatt
be a Committee for the purpose of making the arrangements for
the Association Dinner at Torrington in 1899 ; and that Mr, R.
C. Tucker be the Secretary.

16. That Mr. James Hamlyn, Mr. W. Ingham, Mr. A.
Chandler, and Mr. P. F. S. Amery be a Committee to collect
and tabulate trustworthy and comparable observations on the
climate of Devon ; and that Mr. A. Chandler be the Secretary,

17. That the Right Rev. Bishop Brownlow, Dr. Brushfield,
Mr. R. W. Cotton, The Very Rev. the Dean of Exeter, Mr. A.
H. A. Hamilton, Mr. J. Brooking Rowe, and Mr. E. Windeatt be
a Committee for the purpose of investigating and reporting on any
Manuscripts, Records, or Ancient Documents existing in, or relating
to, Devonshire, with the nature of their contents, their locality, and
whether in public or private hands; and that Mr. J. Brooking
Rowe be the Secretary.

18. That Rev. I. K. Anderson, Mr. R. Burnard, Rev. S.
Baring-Gould, Mr. J. D. Pode, Mr. J. Brooking Rowe, and Mr.
R. Hansford Worth be a Committee for the purpose of exploring
Dartmoor ; and that the Rev. S. Baring-Gould be the Secretary..



THE PRESIDENTS ADDRESS.

- LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,—In meeting together in this
town, which was antiently a borough, returning two
members to Parliament, it seems to me not inappropriate
that I should make the boroughs of Devonshire the theme
of my discourse. I make no pretence to great learning,
content if I recount any facts which may be new to my
hearers. |

All persons in this country were originally bond or free,
In happy contrast to the social system of our great neigh-
bour, France, this social cleavage had its origin in sound
common sense. In the lawless days, when the poorer classes
were unable to protect themselves from their more powerful
neighbours, the bondman looked to his superior lord for
protection from all tyranny but his own, a protection which
the superior lord made it a point of honour to observe.
Moreover, it was the freeman alone who was called upon
to defend his country by force of arms, a duty ‘which became
afterwards discharged by a payment of money. And thus
it was that taxation fell only on the freeman, the bondman
being exempt. In France, on the contrary, the bondman
was liable-to taxation, and to forced labour without reward,
the nobles and clergy being exempt, and this distinction
it was that gave peculiar ferocity to the French Revolution,

In very early days the natural gregariousness of man
was exhibited in the congregation into towns mainly for
the purposes of trade. And the earliest distinction between
town and country lies in this, that the town contributed
8 lump sum in taxation, whereas in the country the sum
was levied by the Crown on individuals. These con-

tions of men were called Boroughs, and were governed

by inhabitants called Burgesses. Five of them are mentioned
in Domesday, A.D. 1086, belonging to Devonshire—Exeter,
Barnstaple, Okehampton, Totnes, and Lidford.

VOL. XXX, C
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Originally the County Court was the place where the
freemen assembled and were enrolled, but the Boroughs
set up their own Court Leet. The Burgesses consisted
of all who resided, who were householders, who as a
necessary condition paid scot and bore lot, and were sworn
and enrolled at the Court Leet of the Borough. They were
taxed as a whole, and their main privilege was exemption
from the interference of the sheriff Residence was essential.
Those exempted -alone from -attendance were ecclesiastics,
minors, females, villains, lunatics, persons of infamous
character, and peers!

At the Sheriff's Court originally all freemen had the
right to attend, often in the open air, and to say “ Aye,
Aye!” and no distinction was drawn between the rich
and poor landowner. And at first Boroughs chose amongst
their freemen deputies to go to the County Court and name
members chosen for the Borough. The Borough, however,
began to purchase privileges from the Crown, and -among
the earliest privileges thus bought was the right to hold
their own Court Leet, and thus to become independent of
the sheriff and the County Court. As trade became
organized, there arose within the Boroughs the earliest
form of Trade Union in the shape of guilds, or associations
of men of the same handicraft for the protection of their
trade. The castles in the Boroughs and these Merchant
Guilds were distinct from the municipal jurisdiction of
the town, from the Borough rights, and from the Burgesses.
I cannot now dwell upon the interesting history of these
guilds—how their tendency to become monopolies led to the
rise of the rival Crafts Guilds, formed originally by the
workmen as a weapon against the Merchant Guilds, which
had shrunk up into the exclusive possession of the em-
ployers, nor show how the Crafts Guilds followed in
- their turn the policy which they were created to destroy.
- Suffice it to say that the crucial difference between the
guilds and the municipal jurisdiction lay in the fact that
residence was essential to a Burgess, but not to membership
of the guild.

Sometimes, I suspect for the purpose of preventing the
control of the trade coming into the hands of non-residents,
the Burgesses attempted to set up a guild of their own.
But the rights of the Burgesses were strictly limited, and
we find that in the reign of Henry I. the Burgesses of
Totnes were fined for having set up a guild without legal
warrant, - v
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The first authentic instance of the summoning of Burgesses
from Boroughs to Parliament is the summoning of two
Burgesses from each Borough by Simon de Montfort in
1265, in addition to the two knights from each shire. It
is true that some have asserted that this took place at an
earlier date. Indeed, in 18 Edward III. the Burgesses of
Barnstaple asserted that their right to elect two Burgesses
to sit in Parliament had existed since the time of
Athelstan. But the charter granting this was nnfortunately
mislaid ! .

I cannot find that any Burgesses from Devonshire were
summoned in 1265 to that Parliament, which was of
a sporadic character, nor to the succeeding Parliament
summoned by Edward I. in 1283 to Acton Burnell, an
obscure village in Shropshire, where sat the knmights of
the shire and Burgesses, the Upper House sitting the while
at Shrewsbury. Why should the worthy Burgesses of Devon
demean themselves by attending a hole-and-corner meeting
merely to grant the king money wherewith to conduct the
Welsh War ?

No, the first real Parliament was that of 1295, summoned
by Edward I. to Westminster. To this Parliament Exeter,
Totnes, Plympton, Tavistock, Barnstaple, and Torrington
sent members. The members sat in their three orders—
the earls, barons, and knights of the shire; the clergy;
and the burgesses. The common people generally come
off worst in comparison with the great ones of the earth.
We find in this case what we should expect, for while the
great earls, barons, and knights of the shire granted a tax
of only one-eleventh, and the clergy, the next in riches, one-
tenth, the poor burgesses granted one-seventh. ~

It is not until the time of Edward II. that we see the
knights of the shire, shouldered out from the awful presence
of the earls and the barons, taking their seats beside the,
Burgesses, and ‘forming the first example of a House of
Commons.

The Burgesses then represented the popular element of
the Lower House, as they were residents coming from the
centres of trade; and commerce is, after all, the life-blood
of every progressive nation. How they ultimately fell away
from that position the subsequent history of our Boroughs
will show. The bishops remained with the earls and
barons, but the clergy withdrew from Parliament, and
insisted on voting supplies independently in the convo-
cations of Canterbury and York,

c 2
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Thus emerged our constitution of government by King,
Lords, and Commons.

To the Parliament at York in 26 Edward I. came

Burgesses from Exeter, Dartmouth, Totnes, Plymouth,
Barnstaple, Plympton, and Ashburton; and to that sum-
moned at Lincoln. in 28 Edward I. Burgesses from Exeter,
Totnes, Okehampton, Lidford, Barnstaple, and Honiton.
At this time Parliament only provided money, petitioned
for redress of grievances, and sanctioned legislation already
initiated. Independent legislation was unknown; the only.
mode of obtaining such measures as were desired arose later
in the refusal of supplies until redress of grievances was
granted. In fact, at first Parliament was only a superior
modern County Court, where the king collected the debts
which he considered were due to him from the .people,
which he incurred in carrying on the government of the
country. Boroughs at first thought it a fine thing to be
represented in Parliament, but this idea wore off. The
sheriff summoned Boroughs to return members or not at
his discretion.
' Thus Torrington sent members twice in Edward I, four
times in Edward II., throughout the reign of Edward IIT.
with one short mterval and then discontinued. South-
molton sent members once in 30 Edward 1. Modbury
once in 34 Edward I. Crediton once in 35 Edward L
Fremington once in 6 Edward III.. Lidford twice in 28
and 30 Edward I. Bradninch once in 6 Edward II. The
Port of Exmouth once in .24 Edward III, and the Port
of Teignmouth once in 14 Edward III.

If the members were troublesome, the Borough which
sent them would probably not be troubled again. And
this fell in with the growing feeling of the Boroughs that
representation was a burden rather than a privilege. They
even are known to have purchased charters withdrawing
franchises, which they had not yet learnt to value. For the
member had to be maintained at the cost of the Borough.
Torrington, for instance, petitioned the king in 42 Edward
III. to be exonerated. Besides the cost of the stipend,
two shillings a day, to the Borough, the dangers of the
journey, especially from the far-distant west, made the
members shrink from attendance; and although the rate
for the payment of members was fixed in early days at
four shillings per diem for the knights of the shire and
two shillings for the Burgesses from the Boroughs, that
stipend was often reduced by the ratepayers in the Boroughs
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on account of its burdensome character. We read of
.Boroughs petitioning to be relieved from even so small a
charge as fourpence a day. Sometimes they neglected to
send members, sometimes they tried to escape the summons,
sometimes they even neglected to pay, and compounded
with the member for lump sums. The earliest form of
bribery is shown in the occasional offer of a candidate to
serve without stipend, if elected. The last recorded instance
of payment of members is that of Andrew Marvell, the poet,
and friend of Milton, in the Parliament after the Restoration.

These early Parliaments usually began with a solemn
confirmation of the great Charter, and as their power of
initiating legislation dawned upon them, we find the
influence of the Borough members coming from the centres
of trade showing itself in curiously minute regulations in
matters mainly industrial. They fixed the prices of com-
modities; they determined the rate of wages; they settled
the component parts of which articles were to be made;
they dictated the very clothes which the various classes
of men were to wear, and even the very food they were
to eat. For instance, in the time of Edward IIl. it was
enacted that no man should have more than two courses
for dinner and more than two plates of each course, an
Act which continued on the Statute Book until the year
1856. '

The Borough members of Devon looked after the interests
of the trade and wants of the inhabitants. For we find
that in 1631, in the words of the Statute 23 Henry VIII.
c. 8, “piteously sheweth the inhabitants of the Towns
and Ports of Plimouth Dartmouth and Teignmouth that
whereas heretofore ships up to 800 tons at low water
could lie in surety, the Ports are being destroyed by
silting up from tin-works by persons more regarding their
private lucre than the Commonwealth a ship of 100 tons
can now scantly enter at half flood, such persons must
prevent this by sufficient Hatches and Ties at the ends of
their Buddles and Cords.”

- By 1 James I. c. 23 (1604) balkers, huors, condors,
directors, or guidors attending on the high hills to watch for
fish, are freed from actions for trespass; and by 7 James I.
c. 18 (1609) all persons resident in Devon are enabled to
dig for sea-sand for tillage under the full sea-mark.

. Careful also were the Borough members where the liberty
of the subject was concerned in the person of one of
their own body. - For by 4 Henry VIIL c. 8, entitled “ An
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Act concerning Richard Strode,” we find that Richard Strode,
one of the Burgesses for the Borough of Plympton, havmg,
in conjunction with other members, who were tinners
in Devon, brought in bills for the reformation of ports,
havens, and creeks in the county, had incurred the enmity
of John Furse, understeward of the Stannaries. He tried
him at Crockern Tor for the offence of invading the
privileges of the Stannaries by bringing in these bills,
fined him £160, and imprisoned him “in a dungeon and
deepe pit under the ground in the Castle of Lidford for
three weeks,” which prison was “one of the most hanious,
contagious, and detestable places within the Realme.” It
seems to have been a family conspiracy of the Furses,
for the keeper, Philip Furse, was desired by John Furse
“gtrictly to keepe the said Richard in prison and to put
irons upon him to his more greater paine and jeopardie
and to give him bread and water onley.” Strode had to pay

sums to get out. Parliament happily set aside the judg-
ment, and declared the fines void.

Until comparatively late days the popular element in
the House of Commons lay in the representatives from the
Boroughs. This was partly due to the fact of such places
being the centres ‘of trade and industry; and also to the
fact that in 1430, 8 Henry VL. c. 7, the franchise in counties
was limited to forty-shilling freeholders, by reason of the
“very t, outrageous and excessive numbers of people
of small substance” entitled by law to vote for knights
of the shire. That was an Act of Disfranchisement, for
forty shillings then meant about the equivalent of £25 now.
Thus it was that in the great contest between Crown and
People in the days of the Stuarts most of the leaders of
the popular party were the representatives of the Burgesses
of the Boroughs. The ultimate decay of Borough repre-
sentation was due to the gradual and stealthy dispossession
of the right to the franchise enjoyed by the resident
Burgesses.

It began by the granting of charters of incorporation.
The desire of Boroughs for incorporation had, in its origin,
nothing to do with the franchise. It was asked for,
probably among other things, to enable the Borough to
purchase lands, and to sue and be sued in its corporate name.

Plymouth was the first Devon Borough to petition for in-
corporatlon in 13 Henry IV. The petmon was not granted,
but twenty-eight years later, in 8 Henry VL. (1439), the first
batch of Boroughs was 1ncorporated Plymouth being among
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the number. Once a Borough was incorporated, there soon
grew up a custom, having the sanction of law, of vesting
in the official member of the chartered town the right to
return representatives to Parliament.

The franchise no longer was a privilege to which the
freehold resident Burgess was everywhere entitled. Fanciful
restrictions were introduced, varying with the varying
customs in particular Boroughs Residence becoming no
longer necessary to a freeman, non-resident freemen “who
did not bear the local burdens could be created by birth,
by marriage with the widow or daughter of a fneeman, by
purchase, or by gift. The mode of acquisition was different
in different towns When resident such freemen could be
corrupted on the spot, when non-resident it merely meant
that the cost of travel was added to swell the corrupt

expenditure. The king granted charters, and summoned
Boroughs in order to increase his influence. And although
the celebrated Election Committee of 23 James 1. revived
the pure principle of resident Burgesses, at the Restoration
all these absurdities were restored. Parliamentary Com-
mittees sanctioned any electoral iniquity, and submissive
Corporations were found to surrender charters, which were
renewed on terms making them more subservient; and
self-elected bodies, often non - resident, and sometimes
individuals, returned the members for the Borough.

Taking for a date the first half of the last century, we
find a truly surprising state of things.

In Exeter the magistrates had the right of election. In
Plymouth the vote was restricted to freemen, as distinct
from fregholders. The number of freemen was about 160.
It was entirely in the hands of the Admiralty, who in
fact nominated the member, for if the Corporation refused
to elect the Admiralty nominee, the Admiralty could ruin
the town by refusing to pay off ships at the port. The
charter ted the franchise to the “ Commonalty,” and
the resident freeholders made in 1660 a push for their
rights, but a subservient House of Commons decided that
the word “ Commonalty ” did not include the Burgesses.

In Totnes, mentioned as a Borough in Domesday, and to
which Queen Elizabeth granted a charter of incorporation,
the Corporation nominally elected. The voters were thlrty-
four, but the real electors were two landlords. |

In Plympton the voters were forty-four, the Corporation
elected in form, but the Earl of Mount Edgcumbe returned
the member.
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Bamstaple stood on a more independent footing. True,

were & mayor, two aldermen, and twenty-two common

councilmen ; but the voters were 450, and among them 250
were Burgesses by prescription. There was no patron.

Okehampton likewise clung to antient ways in the reten-
tion of 182 ﬁ'eeholdBnrgessesasvoeers..AnamUB}ng
incild%‘;,illnstntiveoftheﬁmea,oecnnedmanelechon
in .

Downto1623weporh'eeveoft.heBomnghmthe
officer who made the return. After a charter had been
granted to the Borough, the mayor had been in the habit
of doing this. One Hawkes, an ingenious attorney, got
himself elected portreeve by the homage in the Court Leet.
He proceeded to hold a poll contemporaneously with the
mayor. Fach rejected the other's votes. Each made a
return. Each returned their own favourite candidates. A
Committee of the House of Commons declared the mayor’s
return fo be the right one. The two members returned
by Hawkes instantly petitioned. On the petition it appeared
that, just prior to the poll, seventy-two nominal freeholds
had been granted by the Duke of Bedford, Earl Spencer,
and Mr. Harris to persons in every part of the United
Kingdom. These votes were struck off, and Hawkes’
candidates crept in by one vote and two votes respectively.

In 1803 a similar creation of voters took place. But a

petition was unsuccessful, for Lord Thurlow solemnly decided
that if a shilling a year was granted to a person not for the
purpose of his enjoying a shilling a year, but for the purpose
of his enjoying a vote annexed by the conmstitution of the
country and that estate, it was good. In plain language,
if it was charitable it was bad, if it was corrupt it was
good.,
It was always said that no one could be so wise as
Lord Tharlow looked, and indeed he must have called in
aid the wisdom of his aspect to prevent himself from
laughing while delivering his judgment.

At Tavistock there were 110 voters, who were frecholders,
but these freeholds being all the property of the Duke of
Bedford there was in reality only one voter.

Dartmouth was another Government Borough. There
were indeed forty freemen voters in theory. But Govern-
ment always gave to more than half of them places of profit
under the Crown, which disfranchised them under the
Place Bill, and thus there was little difficulty in managing
the remnant. Once, however, in 1689 the mayor seems
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to have discovered some flickerings of independence among
the Burgesses, for after the issue of the writ he created
twenty-five new freemen to make all safe. This was going
too far, and he was ordered into custody. After this you
had to remember to create your freemen in good time.

Ashburton rejoiced in 200 freehold voters, but as they
were all the property of two proprietors there were really
only two voters for the Borough, and they could return a
man apiece.

Berealston was conducted on strictly economical principles.
For the proprietor of the Borough granted shilling freeholds
to voters to enable them to return his nominee, but only
on condition that the grants of the freeholds should be
surrendered to him as soon as the election was over.

Tiverton produced twenty-four voters, all members of the
Corporation, but the votes were all the property of one man.
It first sent members to Parliament by a charter granted
in 1615 by James I. The reason given for bestowing this
honour on it is given in the preamble to the charter, and
is curious. It is because it had lately been burnt down !

Political feeling must have run high on December 1st,
1710, for on that day there was an election resulting in a
tie, each one of three candidates polling eight votes. The
House of Commons held the election void, and ordered a
new writ.

In 1723 the Corporation came to an untimely end, for
the mayor absented himself on the day named in the charter
for electing his successor, and the law officers advised that
thereby the Corporation became dissolved. The king granted
anew charter, and this defect was remedied by the provisions
of 11 George I, c. 4 (1724).

Honiton, before it became a Borough returning representa-
tives to Parliament, was the property of the earldom of
Devon. In 10 Edward I. Isabella, Countess of Albemarle,
had the town in her own right as being possessed of the
earldom, and in that year the jury presented her with a
retarn of writs, an assize of bread and beer, which was the
power or privilege of adjusting the weight and measure of
those commodities, a free-warren, a pillory, a gallows, and
a8 ducking-stool, wherein to cool the fury of the tongues
of common scolds. It returned members in 28 Edward L
and 4 Edward II, and then discontinued. The right was
restored in 16 Charles I. (1640). The voters were 350, and
extended to pot-wallers,

In 1710 the House of Commons resolved that the franchise



34 LORD COLERIDGE'S PRESIDENTIAL ADDRESS.

should be restricted to the inhabitants paying scot and lot,
but in 1724 the pot-wallers were restored; they were
inhabitant housekeepers not receiving alms. The repre-
sentation from 1640 became almost hereditary in the family
of the Yonges. Each voter got from five to fifty guineas
for his vote, and from £2000 to £8000 was necessary to
buy the seat. One of the Yonges usually claimed one seat,
and with true worldly wisdom offered the remaining seat,
generally to a stranger, on condition that he found the
money for the return of both.

This state of things continued until 1832, when, although
these fancy franchises were preserved for a time, they were
swamped by the creation of the £10 occupation franchise.
Berealston, Plympton, and Okehampton were disfranchised,
and Ashburton and Dartmouth deprived of one member,
while Devonport with two members was created a Borough.

In 1867 an uniform household suffrage added still more
to the numbers of the electors. Totnes was disfranchised
for corruption, and Honiton and Tavistock deprived of one
member. In 1868 Honiton, Ashburton, and Dartmouth
were disfranchised.

Finally, in 1885, Barnstaple, Tavistock, and Tiverton were
disfranchised, and Exeter deprived of one member.

Such in brief is a history of the vicissitudes of the
Boroughs of Devon.

What then of the members whom these Boroughs sent
up to Parliament?

To begin with the men of renown in the spatious times
of great Elizabeth. Their lives and careers are so well
known that I merely mention them in passing. Plymouth
in 1571 sent up Sir Humphrey Gilbert and John Hawkins.
The last words spoken by Gilbert before the torch of the
Squirrel disappeared in the seas off the coast of Newfound-
land are the truest epitaph to noble adventure, “ We are
as near to heaven by sea as by land.”

Of adventure, not so noble, John Hawkins had his fill,
for as a foil to his services as Vice-Admiral in the war with
the Spanish Armada we must set the sad fact that he began
the unholy trade of catching slaves on the African coast,
and selling them for very filthy lucre in the West Indies.
For this devil’s service he was granted as an addition to
his coat of arms “a demi-Moor, proper, bound with a cord.”

The exploits of Drake, who was returned for Plymouth
in 1593, are too well known for me to recall to you. The
end of Drake and Hawkins was as stormy as their lives,
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for they both died on the same expedition to the West
Indies in 1595, and at enmity with one another.

One of the meanest representatives of Plymouth was
James Bagge, who sat for Plymouth from 1601-1620, who,
to curry favour with the Duke of Buckingham, wormed
Sir John Eliot out of the post of Vice-Admiral of the west,
and was practically in league with the Turkish pirates
who harried the coasts. For these eminent services he
was knighted by Charles I

The representatives from Devon Boroughs took a leading
part in the great contest between Charles I. and his
Parliament. It was Oliver St. John, who sat for Totnes
1640-1653, who argued the case of ship-money for John
Hampden. He helped to draw up the famous petition
of twelve peers, which led to the calling of the Long
Parliament, and faithful to his view of Parliamentary
institutions, was the teller with Cromwell in the division
in the Rump in 1651 in favour of limiting the duration
of Parliament to three years.

The greatest Parliamentarian ever sent up by any Devon
Borough was John Pym, who sat for Tavistock 1623-1643,
and who conferred an imperishable honour on the Borough
by becoming its member. On the doing to death of Sir
John Eliot in prison, Pym became the soul and centre of
the Parliamentary party., It was Pym who was the
constitutional lawyer of the cause, the speaker who smote
the great oratorical strokes. When Buckingham, being
accused of the sale of honours and offices, retorted that he
at any rate had not enriched himself by it, for he was
£100,000 in debt, Pym exclaimed, “If this be true, how
can we hope to satisfy his immense prodigality ? if false,
how can we hope to satisfy his covetousness?” When the
courtiers the House to leave to the king his sovereign

wer, which, being interpreted, meant licence to break the

w when he thought it convenient to do so, “I am not
able,” cried Pym, “to speak to the question. I know not
what it is. All our petition is for the laws of England, and
this power seems to be another power distinct from the law.
I know how to add sovereign to the king’s person, but not
to his power. We cannot leave him a sovereign power, for
we were never possessed of it!”

It was Pym who caused the Long Parliament to be
summoned, who struck down Strafford, who imprisoned
Laud, who framed and carried the Grand Remonstrance.

Never has such a dramatic scene been witnessed in any
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assembly as when Charles attempted to seize the five
members within the privileged precincts of the House of
Commons. Of these five members Devon Boroughs had
the honour of returning two, Pym from Tavmtock and
William Strode from Berealston. The messenger of warning,
breathless with his climb over the roofs of houses, the way
to the House being blocked, communicated the tldmgs of
the approach of the king with an, armed band. ' Pym was
for quietly departing in time.to prevent a bloody scene.
Strode, bold to folly, had to be dragged from the House
by his friends. And not too soon; for the king was in
the House before the five members got to the water. A
loud knock threw open the door, the armed desperadoes
were observed huddling round the entrance, and the king
went into the House, “where never king was (as they
say) but once, king Henry VIIL” The members rose
and uncovered, the king also removed his hat. He stepped

up to Pym’s well-known seat close by the Bar. Seeing
that his “bird was flown,” he went up to the Speaker’s
chair, and standing by it looked round upon the House.
He asked the House whether Mr, Pym were present. No
one answering him, he pressed the question upon Mr.
Speaker, who, kneeling, told him that “he could neither
speak nor see but by command of the House” In a
speech embarrassed and halting.in tone, now couched in
fair - seeming and now in threatening phrases, the king
demanded that the absent members should be sent to him.
No one replying, he turned to go. But not in silence.
Mutterings of “Privilege, Privilege,” were heard on every
side, and with this ominous battle-cry resounding in his
ears he passed from the House of Commons to civil war
and a death upon the scaffold.

The House in alarm appealed to the city for protection,
and Skippon, who subsequently sat for Barnstaple 1646-
1653, was appointed to take command of the trained band
of the city, and to have the safety and privileges of the
Parliament under his keeping.

In the Committee, which sat at Guildhall after the ad-
journment of the House of Commons, the most eloquent
speech in defence of Parliamentary liberties was that made
by John Maynard, then member for Exeter.

A curious discussion took place in 1651 between the
leaders of the Parliamentarians as to the settlement of the
kingdom, which is characteristic of the men who took part
in it, all of whom, with one exception, were returned at one
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time or another for Devon Boroughs. Whitlocke, who was
returned for Exeter (1654), but elected to sit for County
Bucks, was for inviting the Stuarts to return, on the plea
that they had learnt wisdom by experience. Oliver St.
John, then Chief Justice of the Common Pleas, was for
somethmg of a monarchical power. Desborow, whe was
returned for Totnes in 1654 held stif to a Republic:
Cromwell, who listened to the argument, while considering
the return of the Stuarts impossible, was inclined to agree
with the Chief Justice.

Dunng the times of the Stuart Restoration the. influence
of the members for the Devon Boroughs seems to have
declined. In 1685, for a short time, we find Sir Christopher
Wren sitting for. Plympton. He was then in the zenith
of his powers. He was building St. Paul’'s Cathedral, and
had already built St. Stephen’s Wa.lbrook -and the incompar-
able steeple of Bow. I doubt if he had much tlme to attend
to his Parliamentary duties. .

But after the ﬂxght of James II. the Devon men came
once more prominently on. the scene. Qld Sir John
Maynard, the member for Berealston, was presented to
William III. as the doyen of the English Bar. “And I
bad like to have outlived the law 1tself ” sald he, “had not
your Highness come over!”

In the Convention Parliament.also sat Henry Pollexfen
for Exeter. He had lately appeared in the uncongenial
task of Prosecutor for the Crown at the Bloody Assizes in
1685. In 1683, however, he had distinguished himself in
his defence of -Lord Russell, who was member for Tavistock
when he perished on the scaffold for alleged participation in
the Rye House Plot, and he ended by becoming Attorney-
General and Chief Justice of the Common. Pleas under the
Whigs.

In 1705 Berealston returned William Cowper, who was
appointed on December 1st Lord Keeper of the Great Seal.
It is he of whom Burnet says that at that time “he had
. for many years beert considered as the man who spoke the
best of any in the House of Commons.” He was the first
to decline the customary New Year’s gifts from the officials
of the Court and the Counsel practising before him, and thus
set an example of purity on the Bench.

Years roll on, and in 1756 William Pitt, the great
Commoner, was returned for the Borough of Okehampton
He had been dismissed from his office of paymaster the
previous year, and stood alone in proud independence. At
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the close of the year 1757 “perfidy,” says Walpole, “ after
thirty years had an intermission,” and the king was forced
to send for Pitt. On December 11th Okehampton sent
him to Parliament as Secretary of State and Leader of the
House of Commons. But George II. chafed under his
lofty self-reliance. On April 5th, 1757, he dismissed him.
“Go to Newcastle,” said George; “tell him I do not look
upon myself as king whilst I am in the hands of these
scoundrels ; that I am determined to get rid of them at any
rate ; that I expect his assmtance, and that he may depend
upon my favour and protection.”

But the voice of the nation rose against the king. «It
rained gold boxes,” says Walpole, allading to the presenta-

tions to Pitt from the great Corporations of England, and on .

June 29th Pitt was again forced on the angry and reluctant
king as Secretary of State for War, with full control of war
and foreign affairs, “I am sure,” cried Pitt magnificently,
but truly, “that I can save this country, and that nobody
else can.” And his prophecy came to pass, for it was Pitt’s
first great administration that laid the foundations of the
British Empire. On July 13th, 1757, he ceased to represent
the western Borough, but it was Okehampton who first
placed him in a position to guide the whirlwind and to
direct the storm.
It was he of whom it was greatly said :—

“The Secretary stood alone. Modern degeneracy had not
reached him ; the features of his character had the hardihood
of antiquity ; ' his august mind overawed Majesty ; and one of his
Sovercigns thought royalty so impaired by his presence that he
conspired to remove him, in order to be relieved from his
superiority. No State chicanery, no narrow system of
politics, no idle contest for ministerial victories sunk him to the

level of the great; but overbearing, persuasive, and im-
practicable his subject was England his ambition fame. Without
dividing, he destroyed party, without corrupting, he made a venal
age unanimous, France sunk beneath him. With one hand he
smote the house of Bourbon, and wielded in the other the
democracy of England.

“ Nor were his political abilities his only talents. His eloquence
was an era in the Senate, peculiar and spontaneous, familiarly
expressing gigantic sentiments, and instinctive wisdom ; not like
the torrent of Demosthenes, or the splendid conﬁagratlon of Tully,
it resembled sometimes the thunder, and sometimes the music
of the spheres. Like Murray he did not conduct the understanding
through the painful subtilty of argumentation : nor was he like
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Townshend for ever on the rack of exertion, but rather lightened
upon the subject and reached the point by the flashings of his
mind, which, like those of his eye, could be seen, but not
followed.”

Two great sea-captains sat about this time for Devon
Boroughs—Rodney, who sat for Okehampton 1769-1761, and
Howe, who represented Dartmouth 1761-1782,

Alexander Wedderburn, afterwards Lord Loughborough,
sat for Okehampton 1774-1780. George III., having first
carefully ascertained that the melancholy fact of his death
was true, exclaimed “that a greater rogue was not left in his
dominions !”

In 1802-1806 Sir Edward Pellew, afterwards ILord

Exmouth, was returned for Barnstaple. Bloody scenes on
land and sea inspire me generally with horror, but war
would be a different thing were it often accompanied by
such incidents as the freeing of 3000 Christian slaves by
Pellew at the bombardment of Algiers in 1816.
. Lord Althorpe, when he sat for Okehampton in 1804, was
a silent member. But the highest tribute paid to character
by the House of Commons—the finest judge of character
in the world—was paid to Lord Althorpe when, in answer
to Croker, he said “he had made calculations which he
considered entirely conclusive in refutation of his arguments,
but had mislaid them”; and the House considered the
answer to be complete.

Vicary Gibbs, who sat for Totnes 1804-1806, became
Law Officer, and chiefly utilized the trust committed to his
charge in an attack on liberty of thought and speech, and
was in large measure baffled by the stubborn independence
of British juries.

Lord Cochrane, whose romantic career deserves a lecture
to itself, stood for Honiton on March 13th, 1805. The
success being a question of money, he was hopelessly beaten,
only a few voting for him. He sent a bellman round the
town after the election offering £10 to anyone who voted
for him, as a reward.for having refused to be corrupted.
Next year he was returned by a triumphant majority, each
voter living in hopes of the bellman’s offer being repeated.
No bellman came, and at the dissolution they parted in
mutual disgust, the exiguity of Lord Cochrane’s purse not
satisfying the ravening Parliamentary maw of the pot-waller
of Honiton.

It was when Secretary of State for War, and sitting for








































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































